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CRUSHED: 
OUR CONDEMNATION IS CRUSHED 

BY GOD’S GRACE
Fourth Sunday in Lent

So then, 
there is now 

no condemnation 
for those who are 

in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1
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Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.
It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find the restrooms or 
family room and answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
We assume people get what they deserve. We assume what goes around comes around. 
We assume God helps those who helps themselves. And all those assumptions must 
be crushed. God does not operate on the principle of merit but of grace. Like gravity, 
grace is a constant force at work in how God deals with us and how he wants us to deal 
with others. No one is beyond the reach of God's grace. God never turns it off. When 

the weight of our sin makes us fearful of God's condemnation, he reveals his grace yet again.
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Special Prayers This Week:
 Mrs. Trudy Tietz was called to serve as our 1st-2nd grade teacher.
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The Service: Setting Two

Welcome 

Hymn 916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father, 
        we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
    We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. 
    We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. 
    We have done those things that we should not have done, 
        and we have not done those things that we should have done. 
    Have mercy on us, Lord! 
        Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, 
        according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 
Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 
us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever.
Amen.

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174
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Tune: Marty Haugen. Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Response 520 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing sts. 1, 5–6

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. Tune: Carl G. Gläser, 1784–1829. Text and tune: Public domain

The Word
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and 
though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our 
needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give 
thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Isaiah 12:1-6

God’s grace turns the gloom of our condemnation into the joy of our salvation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm of the Day 32C Be Glad, You Righteous Ones; Rejoice
Please join to sing the refrain and the “Glory be…”

Blessed is the one whose transgressions are for- / given,
    whose / sins are covered.
        Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count a- / gainst them
            and in whose spirit is / no deceit.

When I kept silent, my bones wast- / ed away
    through my groaning / all day long.
        For day and night your hand was heav- / y on me;
            my strength was sapped as in the heat of / summer.

Then I acknowledged my / sin to you
    and did not cover up my in- / iquity.
        I said, “I will confess my transgressions / to the LORD.”
            And you forgave the guilt / of my sin.   Refrain

You are my / hiding place;
    you will protect / me from trouble.
        Many are the woes of the / wicked,
            but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who / trusts in him.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the / Holy Spirit,
        as it was in the be- / ginning,
            is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain
Text, Tune, Setting: (after Georg C. Neumark’s WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT): Thomas Pavlechko, alt. Text: Public domain. Music: © 2004, 2012 Augsburg Fortress. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Second Reading Romans 8:1-10

God has condemned all sin in Christ. There is only grace and the gift of the Holy Spirit for us.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:10

Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903. Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

How does God respond to those who object to or are angered by his grace? More grace.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 576 Amazing Grace

Sermon There Is No Condemnation
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Stand

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

Prayer of the Church
Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. 
Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us.
Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today.
 

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 
with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 
their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a 
blessing to others.
Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds.
Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 
and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven 
their sins and opened the gates of heaven.
Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you.

Special prayers and intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 
spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks 
to him. Guests, please don’t feel obligated to take part in the offering.  We’re just happy 
you’re here as our guest to hear and take to heart the message of Jesus. If the gospel 
message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, you can scan this 
QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle

Hymn 523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us

Stand
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 
read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy 
Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Be seated

Hymn 654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive sts. 1, 3, 7

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Will the Real Jesus Please Stand Up? 

The Good Teacher
Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.
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Take Home Questions

1. Read all of Psalm 32 from your Bible. Verses 1 and 2 match well with Romans 8:1. At the same 
time, in what ways does the law accomplish its purposes (pointing us to Christ and giving us 
guidance for our lives) throughout the Psalm?

2. Think of at least three times you have been like the first son in Jesus' Luke 15 parable -- you 
felt like you had sinned too many times or in too serious of a way for God to forgive you. In 
each instance, what helped you remember the reality of God's forgiveness: a friend, a worship 
service, a memorized Bible verse, or something else?

3. Now think of at least three ways in which you have acted (or are acting) like the second son 
in Jesus' Luke 15 parable -- you become angry that God's grace is absolutely free to anyone who 
believes, even those who "don't deserve it." What is needed to help break us of such thoughts?

4. Romans 8 is one of the most gospel-rich sections of all Scripture. Read through the entire 
chapter this week. As you read, consider why any of the sections would be fitting for use at a 
Christian funeral. In what other circumstances might you want to have these verses at the 
ready?

Middle Eastern Immigrant Community Drive
NLHS student, Ian Antoniewicz, is collecting items for the refugees in the Central 
Wisconsin area as part of the Central Wisconsin High School Leadership Program. Items 
needed include: new pillows, jackets, hygiene products, dish sets, towels, sponges, toilet 
paper, and cleaning supplies. There is a donation box in the Welcome Center.  Donations 
with be accepted until April 11.  Thank you for supporting this program.
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Calendar March 27-April 3

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in church
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the West Wing 
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship
2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

Monday 6:00 PM Men’s Devotional Basketball in the gym

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word in the Resource Center 

Wednesday 4:00 PM Midweek Lenten Service
4:45 PM Fellowship Meal 
6:30 PM Midweek Lenten Service

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop

Friday    6:30 PM Set Up for Easter for Kids  

Saturday    9:00 AM Easter for Kids 

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship  
9:15 AM Bible Study in the cafeteria
9:15 AM Catechism Class  
9:15 AM Sunday School (grades 3K-6)

10:30 AM Worship 
 2:00 PM Coed Volleyball in the gym

Due Next Sunday: Orders for Easter Flowers
Mite Boxes/Donations for LWMS Mission Rally

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  191 
Midweek Lent Attendance: 94 

Anticipated offerings YTD:  $ 573,800
Actual offerings YTD:           $ 539,371

YTD giving to the Organ Fund: $ 113,021
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